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and ignorant belief. Copernicus added weight to the
argument in favour of simplicity, by dispensing with
eleven of the Ptolemaic motions; but his theory was
still inadequate. Adhering to the postulate of circular
motion, he had to retain the eccentrics and epicycles,
only lessening their number by translation into the
language of another centre.

For fifty years after the promulgation of the now
system, the question between it and the old was re-
garded as open, and for a century after, eminent men
ranged themselves on either side. The Prutenic Tables
were constructed on the authority of Copernicus by his
disciples liliaiticus and Keinhold. Another, "Wursticus,
handed on his master's view to Giordano Bruno, who set
it in the front of his " Nolan " philosophy. The Venetian
Benecletti (1530-1590), who first clearly refuted Aris-
totle's mechanics, remarks that u the enormous velocity
of the heavenly bodies, if the earth be the centre, is a
difficulty which does not occur according to the beautiful
theory of the Samian Aristarchus, expounded in a divine
manner by Nicolas Copernicus." Campanella is equally
positive. Kepler received the new views, disallowed
by his master Tycho, from his first teacher, Maestlin.
On the other hand, Maurolycus of Messina (1494-
1575) protests, " To amend the errors of all who have
preceded us would bo a task too hard for Atlas,
Even Copernicus is tolerated, who makes the sun to
be fixed, and the earth to move round it in a circle;
and who is more worthy of a whip or scourge than
a refutation." Similarly Jean ."Rodin (1530-1596) in
his ' I)e Republica' " declares that the events of the
world are determined by planetary influences, and that